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MINUTES OF THE GROSSE POINTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 

17145 MAUMEE AVENUE, GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2022.   

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Council Members Fries, Juip, Krupp, Parthum, Thomas, Walsh  

 

In Attendance: City Manager Dame, Attorney Kennedy, City Clerk Arthurs, Finance Director Kleinow, Public 

Safety Director Alcorn, Public Service Director Randazzo, Assistant to the City Manager 

Hardenbrook, Recreation Coordinator Jenzen, Main Street Director Willcock, City Planner 

Jackson and City Engineer Pangori. 

 
Motion by Council Member Parthum, second by Council Member Juip, to excuse Mayor Tomkowiak from the 

meeting for personal reasons. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

Council Member Walsh then led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Council Member Parthum, second by Council Member Fries, to approve the Consent Agenda 

consisting of the following: 

 

1. Minutes from the regular Council Meeting held on August 15, 2022 and minutes from the 

Closed Session meeting held on August 15, 2022. 
 

 2. Invoices 

  a) City of Grosse Pointe Farms 

               - Radio Maintenance, 1/1/22 – 6/30/22, $18,544.67 

           b) Great Lakes Water Authority - Sewage, August 2022, $75,000 

           c) Anderson, Eckstein, & Westrick, Inc. 

               - 2021 Street Improvement Program, 7/4/22 – 7/31/22, $16,820.96 

               - Storm Sewer Clean & TV, 7/4/22 – 7/31/22, $7,435.83 

           d) Environmental Consulting & Technology, Inc. 

               - Storm Water Permits, August 2022, $6,600 

           e) Pro-Line Asphalt - 2021 Street Program, Estimate 10, $473,513.54 

           f) Fildew Hinks - Legal Services, July 2022, $5,660.10 

           g) Arbor Pro - Tree Removal, September 2022, $13,118 

           h) GFL - Recycling, September 2022, $13,440 

 

3. Approval of Sheila Tomkowiak as delegate, and David Fries as alternate delegate, to attend the 

annual business meeting at the Michigan Municipal League Convention in Muskegon on 

October 19, 2022. 

4. Approval of the Special Event Application for Grosse Pointe South Homecoming Parade to be 

held Friday, October 7, 2022 at 6:00 pm. 

5. Approval of the Resolution for Sidestreet Enterprises, LLC d/b/a Sidestreet Diner for a Social 

District License. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

The City Council convened as the Planning Commission. 
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SITE PLAN REVIEW – BAKEHOUSE 46 – 17118 KERCHEVAL AVENUE 

 

City Planner Jackson made the following report: 

 

Bakehouse 46 has submitted an application for site plan review providing details about a new retail use in the 
building, significant façade improvements and outdoor seating at 17118 Kercheval Avenue.  The proposed 
bakery will occupy a space which was formerly a clothing store.  The City Planner noted that the proposed design 
substantially improves the existing building façade and is consistent with the intent and design standards of the 
C-2 Central Business District. The use is also consistent with the general intention for the C-2 district, to permit 
uses that generate and promote pedestrian activity at the street level. Additionally, outdoor café seating is 
proposed as part of this site plan. This is a permitted use in the C-2 district subject to the provisions in Section 
90-297(16). Materials, colors, proposed façade improvements, goose neck lighting and signage were discussed.  
It was noted that all details discussed and noted in the site plan comply with district standards.  
 
The City encourages the activation of sidewalks within its business districts and the proposed outdoor seating 
area has the potential to activate this area of Kercheval Avenue.  It was noted that the café seating shall be kept 
in defined areas, as shown on the renderings and floor plan, using decorative planters, rope, or other removable 
enclosures.  A diagram of the proposed interior renovation and proposed outdoor seating area was reviewed.   
It was noted that the applicant must obtain the necessary license from the City for the use of public property, 
which shall be reviewed by the City Attorney prior to use of the outdoor seating area. City Council approval of 
the license agreement is required for operation of the outdoor seating area.  Discussion took place regarding 
whether there is a five-foot wide clearance for pedestrian circulation through the outdoor seating area.  It was 
noted that the site plan proposes one (1) row of café seating – two tables with two seats each which allows for 
at least a five-foot clearance in between the seating and the curb, as noted on the site plan. 
 
A representative of Bakehouse 46 was present and discussed the proposed bakery and joint business concept 
with Blake’s Orchards.  He described the renovations and stated that the business will potentially open in a few 
weeks.  The Planning Commission welcomed Bakehouse 46 to the City. 
 

Motion by Council Member Parthum, second by Council Member Juip, to approve the site plan for 17118 

Kercheval Avenue, as presented; with the condition that the applicant obtain a license for outdoor seating drafted 

by and approved in final form by the City Attorney. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

LEAD WATER SERVICE MATERIAL INVESTIGATION PROGRAM 

 

Public Service Director Randazzo made the following report: 

 

Lead and copper are common metals found in the environment. Drinking water is one possible source of 

exposure to these metals due to their widespread use in distribution system materials. All types of public water 

supplies must meet the Lead and Copper Rule requirements established by the Michigan Safe Drinking Water 

Act and the City routinely submits water samples for testing, as required by the Act.  In 2018, The Michigan 

Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy, (EGLE) amended their Lead and Copper Rules (LCR) 

requiring all communities to replace every lead and galvanized water service within its distribution system to at 

least 18 inches inside the building being served. The new LCR rules also require the creation of an inventory 

that identifies the materials of all service lines in the distribution system and sets new water sampling 

requirements and methods.  Based on the guidance from EGLE, that means 327 City water services must be 

physically verified using a uniform random sampling procedure. EGLE has established a 4-point physical 

verification process which must be performed at each address. 

 

City staff has worked with Anderson, Eckstein and Westrick, City Engineer, who assisted with the development 

of a Lead Water Service Material Investigation Program. The program will allow a contractor to perform the 

required work, including an inspector who will verify the water service material inside the building or home with 
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the permission of the property owner.  The City of Grosse Pointe received bids from two companies to perform 

the Water Service Material Investigation Program, which are listed below.  
 

      Underground Infrastructure Services, (UIS)                           $249,925 

      M.L. Chartier Excavating, Inc                                                 $296,661.20 

 

AEW, the City’s engineering consultant, has worked with UIS in other local municipalities on their Water Service 

Material Program and have found them to be qualified for this type of work. Discussion took place regarding how 

the program information will be disseminated, the random selection process and the inventory.  

 

Motion by Council Member Juip, second by Council Member Fries, to accept the bid price of $249,925 for the 

Lead Water Service Material Investigation Program. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

2023 ROAD IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

 

City Engineer Pangori made the following report: 
 

The updated six-year rolling year Road Improvement Program report was presented. It was noted that a new 

road condition survey was conducted recently. This year’s condition survey does not reflect the planned 

improvements on Fisher Road from Kercheval to Mack Avenue that are still expected this fall under a project 

overseen by the City of Grosse Pointe Farms.  The City’s Road Improvement Program is made possible by the 

voters’ approval of a 15-year, 2.5 mill road improvement levy. The six-year plan denotes both the fiscal year the 

work will be charged to and calendar year the work will be done. The 2023 project will be the ninth year of the 

Road Improvement Program. 

 

For the last few years, the proposed plan was reviewed in December, but in order to get the road bids out and 

be first in line for road construction next year, the process is starting earlier this year.  The Council is requested 

to approve projects for the first year of the plan only, for the upcoming construction year.  Council approval 

authorizes that work to be engineered and bid out.  The plan is to secure contract pricing at the earliest possible 

date to ensure the best possible bids.  The road project proposed to be completed in calendar year 2023 is Neff 

Road – Charlevoix to St. Paul.  It is important to note that the later years in the plan are simply projections for 

planning purposes.  The plan is combining the 2023 project with bidding for the one block of Cranford Lane that 

was held over from 2022, in conjunction with water main replacements on all the streets being resurfaced. 

 

Motion by Council Member Fries, second by Council Member Juip, to approve the 2023 Road Improvement Plan 

for resurfacing Neff Road from Charlevoix to St. Paul. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

UPGRADES TO CITY COMPUTER SERVERS 

 

Assistant to the City Manager Hardenbrook made the following report: 

 

The City’s current computer data file server and mail exchange server are over 6 years old and are past due for 

replacement. I.T. Right (the City’s contractual Information Technology company) recommends replacement   

after 5 years, and due to the declining functionality, it is highly recommended to replace them now.  I.T. Right 

has proposed consolidation of the existing data-file servers into a single onsite host server and upgrade to the  

mail-exchange and ReCPro servers to the cloud cutting the local server foot print at City Hall in half.   

 

The cost of the services provided by I.T. Right for the integration of upgrades to the City’s data-file and mail-

exchange servers are provided below:  
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Data File Server Replacement:    $17,089.65 

Office 365 Exchange Online:                   $10,880 

 

I.T. Right has deployed this solution many times and feels strongly that this is the best decision for the City and 

will make for a secure and lasting mail solution.  Discussion took place about the proposed upgrades and 

potential energy cost savings. 

 

Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Parthum, to approve I.T. Right’s proposed 

upgrades to the City data file servers and mail exchange server in the amount of $27,969.65. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

LIABILITY & PROPERTY INSURANCE PROPOSALS 

 

City Manager Dame made the following report: 

 

The City's liability and property insurance with the Tokio Marine/HCC insurance expires on September 30. This 

policy covers all City owned property including vehicles, contractor equipment, electronic data processing 

equipment, buildings, parks and marina. Liability coverage includes protection from lawsuits against the City 

officials as well as crime, employment, personal injury, police and fire professional liability. It includes 

cyberliability coverage as well.  Tokio Marine's premium for coverage more than doubled last year as of October 

1, 2021 to $209,414. This increase prompted the City to seek competitive proposals prior to renewal. The City 

solicited proposals from three insurance carriers who deal with municipalities in Michigan as the following was 

received: 

       Premium Cost 

 U.S. Specialties/HCC (Tokio Marine)  No Proposal 

 Michigan Municipal League Liability Pool $198,931 (not including dividend) 

Nickel & Saph (Trident Insurance)  $260,025 
 

All three entities have a history of providing insurance services to government entities in Michigan. The MML 

Property and Liability Pool covered the City of Grosse Pointe between 1985 and 2016. Tokio Marine has covered 

the City since 2016 but declined to submit a renewal proposal. Nickel & Saph is the broker for Trident, an 

insurance carrier for more than 150 municipalities in Michigan.  Details of each proposal, including coverage 

differences, deductibles dividends and premiums, were discussed.  It was noted that the coverages between the 

MML Pool are substantially the same with one major difference: Nickel & Saph's coverage proposal includes 

$10,000,000 in sewer basement backup coverage.   

 

Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Fries, to award the City’s property and liability 

insurance program for 2022/2023 to Nickel & Saph / Trident Insurance in the amount of $260,025. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

 

Director Willcock reported on Main Street Social Loop District activities and the upcoming Pink Event, sponsored 

by Ascension, supporting breast cancer awareness.  Recreation Coordinator Jenzen reported on a successful 

summer season at Neff Park and reported a rise in swim class enrollment despite an increase in fees.  She 

proudly reported there were no recorded pool emergencies this season.  The annual Fall Harvest event will take 

place at Neff Park on Saturday, September 24, 2022.  City Clerk Arthurs provided an election update and details 

relating to the November 8, 2022 Gubernatorial election including the status of dual absentee ballot applications 

received and an estimated mail date for absentee ballots. 
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COUNCIL COMMENT 

 

The City Council commented on the following topics: 

 

• Appreciation was expressed to the Recreation Coordinator for her work during the 

season at Neff Park. The lifeguard volunteer aid program continues to be an excellent 

learning experience for younger children who aspire to be a lifeguard. 

• An update on City of Grosse Pointe Foundation projects and sponsorships was provided. 

• It is positive to have new businesses coming in to the City and that existing businesses 

are expanding and flourishing. 

 

 

On Motion, the meeting was adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

 Julie E. Arthurs, City Clerk 

 City of Grosse Pointe 


